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attracted the
Dalhousie, who summoned him to ap-

Mr. Drolet was chosen one of its members. | the {ollowing paragraph from the most in-| In the month of Oct. same year, Lotd |
The active part Mr, Drolet had taken, |fluential radical paper of the Province, the | Gosford the new Governor summoned the
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vengeance of the tyrant| Mionerve 2d Auvgust, 1832, Varliament together, Mr, Drolet, although

“ We learn with the greatest satisfaction |8 S¢ignior, was chosen a member of the
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ver fail who

* cheres have chosen for their representa-
“ive, J. T. Droler, Esq: the election |
* took place last Tuesday. It is but ren- |
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victims of despouisin, 1 the Lower
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Ws Ovide Perrault, s ». P,

| for vengeance at your hands
[ iwing is a list of those who have

foan Olivier Chenier, M. D.

foseph Tonssaint Drolet, mpp.

1 orre Amiof, M. P. P, )
cm Francois Liionnais M. D.

J

Joseph Narcisse (T:lrd.in:tl, MPF.
foseph Duquette, Major of p.a.
Pierrre Theophile Decoigne Ny
Ambroise Sanguinet, Capt. p.A

(harles Sanguinet, Lt. p. A,
Mrancois Xavier Hamelin, do.
Jacques Robert, Major p. A.
Chevalier Delorimier, N. p.
(1i's Hindenlang, Brig. p. A.
I'rancois Nicolas, Capt. do.
Amable Dannais, Licut. do.
jtomy Narbonne, Col. do.
Toseph Morin, Capt. ». A.
Narcisse Gregoire, do. do.
tsaiah Boudreau, N. 7.

ORIGINAL BIOCRAPHY.
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Josern Toussarst Drover was born | Lower Canada.
st 81, Mare, in the county of Vercheres, |in complete disgrace, (all his violent mea-
Distiiet of Montreal, on the 81st of Octo- | sures having been disapproved by the
His father was one of the old-| Committee of the House of Commons.)
In|Sir Jumesa Kempt took the reins of the
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#<t merchants on the Richelicu river.
the year 1810, he established himsell a8 a | Provineial
serchant in bis native place, and in 1812, | imperious duty to show all marks of res-
he married ie daughter of Mr. Boileau a|pect to those who had beeu abused by his

very respectable merchant of Chambly.

In 1821, the whole province of Lower the Legisluture for the amelioration of the
("ynada was alarmed hy the unexpected Richelieu River ; Commissioners were 1o
sews that a bill was belore the Parliament | be appointed under this act, asd the new
of Great Britain, to unite the two provin- | Governor thought none fitter to fill this
Mr. [important offiice than Mr. Drolet. The
Dirolet possessing a vast influence in his choice met the approval of the people who
neighborhood, exerted himself to his ut- resided on the banks of the river, and he
most ageinst this project, caleulated to]was consoled by the reflection that his po-
overshelm the mojority of liberals in the | itical integrity had been rewarded by pla-
Lower Province, 'b_v uniting them with |cesof trust, from the successor of the man
the great number of tories then existing | Who had endeavored to disgrace him.
in Upper Canada,

In the year 1825, Mr. Drolet hecame | Was very soon superseded by that of Lord
the purchaser of the Seignorv of Cour- Ayvlmer, who arrived in the country with
His | scemingly good intentions, as he declared
generous and liberal conduct towards his|in his opening speech to the Legislature,
Censitaires, rendered him very dear and {that every morning “in putting on his
very Impulur among them and eombined ! pantaloons? he asked himself what he

ces of Upper and Lower Canada.

nover, commonly called St. Marc.

with his political sentiments, gave him

several other gentlemen also accused by
the same Colonel, were introduced before
the Governor. Mr. Drolet requested of
Lord Dallonsie, a copy ol the accvsations |
agzainst him, the Governor replied to him
biriefly, * that's what you shall not have.” |
Mr. Drolet then wished to know if'it
was as a militia officer or as a political of-
fender, that hie was called there : to which
the Governor replied, that “it was not as a
militis-officer, but still that militina-officers
ought not assist at Radical meetings; he was
therefore unworthy of holding a commis-
sion from His Majesty’s Representative.”
Mr. Drolet then told His Excellency,“that
his political conduct had been unmoved by
influence or un-awed by fear, and that he
had not overstepped the rights and privi-
leges guaranteed by the Constitutional
Charter, that he did not regret in the least,
what he had done and, il it were tobe re_
enacted, he would do precisely similar.”
At these words, the Governor wurning his
head 1o his minions, said ** he is insoleny,” |
and addressing Mr. Drolet, he said, “your
name, Major, isstruck [rom the list, and
you are no longer an oflicer ;> to which
our departed friend answered in a firm
tone, ** my expectations are realized.” He
immediately withdrew and on the 221 of
same month, his Commission as Major oy
the 2d Battalion of the Richelien Militia
was rescinded. Thus for having dared to
express his honest opinions, was Mr. Dro-
let visited with a pretended disgrace by
the tyrannical Dalhousie,

But the reign of terror soon ceased in
Dalhousie was recalled

Government and made it an

predecessor.

A Bill had been passed by

The administration of Sir James Kempt

Y manners, and extensive knowledge ol p
Mr. Drolet bLas al.-.\'a;.'si““'l sensible of
o ghewn himself & devated friend 1w the
“ cause of his Country, U
i housie's administration; he was the vie-
“tim ol his patriotism,
“ worthy militia otlicers he was dismissed | vole of six months supplies.

 public aflairs,

“oaxeunses to their Colonel for imaginery

l resolutions.

dering

Besides his amiahle | t

With many ather
“us Major, for having refused o make

“insults. The clectors of this eounty,

“ tion from that mowment resolved upon
s ¢lecting him at the first vacancy.”
On the 284 July, same year, a commil.
tee composed of 24 members was named
to report aset of resolutions to be adopted
at a Patriotic meeting to be holden at St
Charles, on the 80th day of July, Mr,
Drolet was one of those named for this
Committee, They prescnted one of the
most ably written reports on the
State of the Province that was ever made,
which was fullowed by a string of spirited
The murder of the 21st May
was justly condemned, and those magis-
trates who signed the requisition 1o call
out the troops, were highly censured.—
The anjust and {raudulent manuer in
which the public lands were squandered,
was next considered and the resolutions
passed at St. Benoit, on the 21st of June
previous, and mentioned io Dr. Chenier’s
Biography, were approved ol and adopted.
‘The defective system under which the
emigration from Ireland was carried on, was
adverted to, and proved to have been the
cause of the introduction of the Cholera
into the Province, by the poverly and
wretchedness in which the emigrants had
feft their country where that contagious
disease was then raging, The conduct of
the House of Assembly in refusing to vote
a permanent civil list was highly praised,
and the imprisonment of Dr. Tracey, the
BEditor of the Vindicator, and of Mr. Lud-
ger Duvernay, the proprietor of the Mi-
perve, who were sent to jail by the Legis-
lative Council for having nobly expressed
their opinions on the composition of that
body was condemned as an infringement
of the Liberty of the Press.

1is Parliamentary condaet was in per-
fect sccordance with those principles he
had previously advocated. His motto was
 Fiat Justitia, ruat Ceelum,” and faithful
thereto, was slways found siding with the
majority of the House of Assembiy, whose
rights and privileges were daily invaded
by a corrupt administration, When the
violent despatch of Lord Stanley bhad
been sent to the Legislature, a mujority of
members of the House of Assembly, re-
senting the violence and impropriety of
such a document, voted that this despateh

vexaltious

pear before him at Varennes, on the 15th|“ that the electors of the Couaty of Ver-!permanent Committee on Seigrorial rights;
June following, to answer certain accnsa-
tions brought against him by Colonel De
Martigny, a violent French Tory.

|the People geaerally were ecomplaining
of thus tenure, and by its
justice to the wouth of this {change, be must have experienced a loss,
The Governor saw it (o delay the in=|* gentleman, to say that he possesses all|still he was decidedly in favor of abolishing
terview to the 20th, when Mr. Drolet with | the qualifications for the place o which |4 system repudiated by all enlightened na-
14 he has been elected.

ions. He was an honest Republican,
minarities | sum of money for the advancement of the

were I'n-qm.'uli_y I}bh;g'd to huhlliit t'll“.ﬁ!‘
Yer Lord Dal- | and restraint for the publie good.

T his session ended by the extraordinary

at stake,

should not be eutered upon the journals of

that immense influence which, made him | his first acts was the reinstaliment of those
one of the most prominent supporters of | officers who had been unjustly dismissed
the Radical Cause in the Country.

When Lard Dalhousie by his tyrannieal | 1830, Mr. Drolet received his new commis-
and uneconstitutional measures, had nearly | sion as Major ; the local government hav-
s:;ha‘uslml the patience of the Canadian | ing thus acknowledged the injustice and ille-
people, meetings were held in the dilfcrenl’ggmil_v of his dismissal.

sounties of the Province, to reprove the

by Lord Dalhovsie. On the 6th April,

One of the Representatives of the Coun-

administration of his Excellency who had | ty of Vercheres having also been dismissed
relused ta sanction the nomination of the | His ,\Iajgs[)"s service on account of his
Jpeaker chosen by the House of Assembly, | political sentimeats, was in 1832 called to
One of the objects of these meetings was ! the Legislative Council probably to re-

also 1o name Agents to proceed immedinte-
P o) i | =« .

'y to England, there to layat the foot of tims of Dalhousie’s pelty vengeance.
the throne and before the Imperial Parlia-
ment all the grievapces under which the

ward him for having been one of the vie-
This

Representation in Parliament of the coun-

{der the table.
Stanley called forth the 92 resolutions,
which were advocated and supported with
pleasure by Mr. Draolet, as theygave a
| faithful view of the political situation of
|his native country. Ia the month of
Nov. 1884, a general election took place
throughout the whole provinee, the counly
|of Vercheres as a mark of its approval ol
| the conduct of its represcntative, again re-
elected him,

In the month of Feb. 1885, the House

Province was then lsboring.

Dec., 1827. M. Drolet was present and
cordially eo-operated in the adoption of the

manly resolations there passed. A Com-

mittee of Correspondence’ was named 1o/

A meeting |
f this deseription was holden at Vercheres, |
in the county of Surrey, on the 27th of"

lation of the people’s rightas.
was foremost at the meeting to denputee
British duplicity and Eaglish tyranny. _
He presented a resolution to s1op all inter- shut up in ﬂf“_"f‘li and ?md dungeon, fed
course of the Canadian ppople with British | ™" scanty provisions,having aiready goutty
traders who introducedrpto the Provinee
yuantitics of goods, the duty on which,
the Provineial revenues
which were 1o be plundered by Lord Gos-
ford. The reader will remark thatiby such
e resolution, Mr. Drolet who was carrying

on one of the most extensive and lucrative ) .
business in the Lower Province, was very |John Collins would have ended his days.

materially affecting his own profits, but|An inflammation of the brain followed and
his country’s welfare was to be preferred 1o|When Mr. Drolet could stand no lon-
private interests and his own fortune was | €87 on his leet, thej brutal and  inhumen
nothing when his country’s liberties were Quack Doctor Arnoldi,the same of whom

served to swell

minded gentleman.

Mr. Drolet

was among the majority who adopted ths
unusual plan to oblige the metropolitan

“who always showed themselves the pro-|E0vernment to give a direct answer 10 the
“ tectors of the victims of the administra-! complaiuts made by the Province,

lewing and by a unanimous vote approved
of his conduct on that, and of his whole
Pariamentary ecareer.
Howe of Assembly upon the justice of the
Impenal Parliament was responded to, by
the passing of eight infamous resolutions
in March following by the two lmperial
Houses and sanctioned by the King. The
county of Vercheres met on the 15th May | | : : -
1237,at St. Mare to consider this new vio-|'? the identical dungeon where J. Colline

This call of the

Mr. Drole

Lord Gosford who was ready to adopt
any rigorous measures towards those he
could not subdue by false promises or by
peity commissions, called Mr. Drolot to
an account for having assisted at this meet-
ing. As we already said Mr, Drolet
had been dismissed by Lord Dalhousie for
having talien an active part ot a similar
meeting in 1827, but was reinstated by
Lord Aylmer. The subject of this bio-
graphy upon receiving a letter from the
Governor’s Secretary enquiring into his
political conduct, answered it as might
be expected from a free end independant
The result was that
Gosford dismissed him. For his country’s
sake Mr. Drolet received this new insult
with great forbearance and instead of be-
ing hurt, he lelt proud to suffer for the|(hat Mr. Drolet could not recover, more
land of his birth.

He was one of the signers of the requi- | Remonstrances on the part of these gentle-
sition for the great meeting of St. Charles, | men were made to Dr. Arnoldi, but this
His popularity and kis high rank insociety, | tool of a bloody government would answer
| but above all that his sterling political hon- their pressing solicitations to have Mr.
could do for the welfare of Canada. Among |the House and it was accordingly luid un-| ety caused him to be named one of the Drolet liberated,
This despatch of Lord | yice.Presidents of this celebrated meeting. | enough.
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spair & instend of being received ss he de-
served, he was treated with abuse, In these
circomsiances, exceedingly disappointed
he resolved o take no part whatever in
the opposition that might be made to
the suthorities. Those acquainted with
the facts as they have token place will en-
tirely exonerate Mr, Drolet of blame, if ho
did not show himself on such an impor-
tant erisis in the affairs of his bountry. He
manifested his willingness to subscribe any

revolutionary cause, provided the struggle
should be eontinued and the means expend-
ed in a satisfactory manner. Having all
his expectations annihilated, he withdrew
to a more remote place,  There he waited
the issne of the unfortunate aflair at
St. Charles, he then made up his mind to

His | come to the States, but this was impossible.
5 2 )
sonstituents met in the month of May ful- Oa the 6th Dec., following Lord Gosford

offered by Proclamation $2000 for his ap-
prehension and on the 1st January, 1838,
Mr, Drolet finding that he could not sue-
ceed in making his escape to the States,
gave himsclf up to a French Canadian ma-
gistrate of the Parish of St. Antoine by
the name of Perrin,

He wae immelintely sent to Montreal
where he was incarcerated in the old jail

died ns we stated in Mr, Permult’s
biography. Mr. Drolet had been accustom-
ed toa very aetive life and to a good table;

L

attacks, he was soon reduced to ex-
treme illness:  In this situation his son
Mr, Alexander Drolet was shut up
with his father and i it had nat been for
that attention which filial love is so in-
genious in giving 1o a tender parent, the
dungeon that received the last breath of

mention has been made in Mr. Per-
rault’s biography, consented to sign an
order that the unfortunate prisoner should
be transported to u more comfortable place,
While there bowever, a Lieutenant of the
24th Regt.named Goodenough came to vis-
it the jail, & finding Mr. Drolet sitting on
a chair in the door of his eell, he asked him
in an imperious tone, what he was doing,
the prisoner answered that his cell was 00
damp and that he was warming himsell
“go in to your cell youd d rebel
or I shall force youinto it mysell™ was the
answer Mr. Drolet received from this in-
fernal brute; he was forced to obey.

The new jail was the place chosen as
more comfonable, and Mr. Drolet with
his son were accordingly removed thi-
ther., Dr. W, Nelson, Dr. Kimber and
Dr. Duvert gave it as their decided opinion

especially if he was kept in confinement.

that he was not sick
It was not until the tory

His behaviour during the whole proceed. | faction which rulesover the juil depariment,

ecomium.

his duplicity.

geance,
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circumstance created a vacancy in the|to sdvance the contingent expenses neces-| of those marked for His Lordship’s ven-|to his democratic principles.
leary to the despatch of business. M:. !

ing was such as to merit the highest en-| was certzin that Mr. Drolet was too far

gone to recover, that at last Dr. Arnoldi

After the battle of the Sons of Liberty [signed a certificate to attest the danger
in Montres! on the 6th of Nov., Lord Gos. | of his illness,
ford saw no ather resource left him in his
shipwreek but to incarcerate those fearless|led. At the meeting of the 80th July
Radicals who had exposed his folly and|1882 of which we have spoken above,
Driven to this mad eourse| Hon. P. D, Desbartzech who was then
by such renegades as Desharizch, Cuvil-|a reformer had teken an active part togeth-
lier and Quesnel, he issued warrantsof|er with his brother-in-law Roch De St.
of Assembly received afresh insult from! High Treason against the principal leaders. | Ours.
the Executive Government who refused | Mr. Drolet being so conspicuous was one| whilst oor lamented friend had stood true

But there was an old debt 1o be caneel-

They both had turned renegades

Desbartzch
had been made an Executive Councillor

tv of Vercheres. On the 81st of July,| Drolet sensible of tne baseness of such! Infbrmed that a warrant was issued to ap-| of Lord Gosford and if rumour is troe he
same year, the electors of that connty were | conduct on the part of the Governor, and prehend him he took precautionary mea-|was the first one who advised the Exefu'
called together to make choice of a Rt‘prf‘-! knowing alan that the l'pe(\p[g’_-; repr?scnla-' sures tn pﬂﬂ't‘ﬂl it.'rhings were in this sit<| tive governmcm to 1ssue warranis of Hl‘h

sentative, when by acclamation, Jo.|tives ouglit to be treated with dignity and!uvation when he heard that a certain gentle-| Treason against the principal radical lea-

seph  Toussaint Drolet was nominated | respect, voted for a nop-session as long as| man on whom many depended, was in his{ders. Roch De St. Ours for the reward

as their delegate 1o the House of Assembly. 1 the provineial Goverament should be ad-| neighborhood. He immediately went to)of his aposiacy had been made Sheriff of

To give a cnrrect opinion of the high| ministered by men who could willully in-|see him but instead of finding that moral|the District of Montreal.

In this capacity

communicate with those of the cities of| esteem in which the subject of this biogra- | sult thoze who were vested with the cha-|and physical courage so often spoken of, | he could satisfy his old grodges against

Quebec, Three Rivers and Montreal, and! phy wes held during his life time, weqn ote ' racter of deputies from the people.

| he saw nothing but the most profousd de-J his former political friends, and this be did

——




